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Painting in cover: Soledad Urbana by
Manuel Sepúlveda Cortés
Painter
Born in San Juan, Puerto Rico 1962
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Dear members of the PRUA, distinguished visiting faculty and guests:

Welcome to our 58th Annual Meeting.

It has been a great experience and a pleasure having worked as President 
of the Puerto Rico Urological Association during this year.  In the name of 
the board of directors, my wife Isabel and I welcome to the 58th Annual 
convention.  We have prepared a varied scientifi c program including a Uro-
dynamic Seminar and a Workshop for the offi ce personnel.

This convention has been dedicated to two well known and recognized 
Urologists, who are retired from active practice.  Dr. Ramón Almodovar 
and Dr. Félix Rivera Bernard; two excellent urologists that devoted part 
of their time and patience in the training of many of the present urological 
generation.

I want to thank all our members for their continuous support and participa-
tion in the different activities held during 2007.  Also, I want to thank my 
Board of Directors, Dr. Marcial Walker, Dr. Miguel Sosa, and very espe-
cially to Dr. Rafael Ruíz Quijano, the Scientifi c Program Director.  Finally, 
I want to thank all our collaborators of the industry for their support.

     I hope you enjoy.

     Ramón Sepúlveda Abreu, MD
     President
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PRUA Offi cers 2007
Ramón Sepúlveda Abreu, MD

President
Marcial Walker Ballester, MD

Treasurer
Miguel Sosa Portillo, MD

Secretary
Gilberto Ruíz Deya, MD

President Elect
Rafael Ruíz Quijano, MD

Educational Progam Director

Executive Committee 2007
Ramón Sepúlveda Abreu, MD

President
Marcial Walker Ballester, MD

Treasurer
Miguel Sosa Portillo, MD

Secretary
Gilberto Ruíz Deya, MD

President Elect
Gabriel Miranda Ramírez, MD

Past President 2006
Raúl Arroyo Rosario, MD

Past President 2005
Félix Mendoza Rosa, MD

Past President 2004

Honorary Members
Manuel Alsina Capó, M.D.

(Founding Member) San Juan, PR 
Louis Denis, M.D.
Antwerp, Belgium

Roberto F. Fortuño, M.D.
San Juan, PR

Bernardino González, M.D.
San Juan, PR

Lloyd Harrison, M.D.
Winston-Salem, NC

Luis Isales, M.D.
Miami, FL

Víctor Politano, M.D.
Miami, FL 

Junior Members
Héctor L. López Huertas, M.D.

Omar Ortiz Alvarado, M.D.
Arturo Colón Herdman, M.D.

Rafael Bouet Blasini, M.D.
Norman De La Rosa, M.D.

Gil Nieves Latimer, M.D.
Javier Colón Irizarry, M.D.

Ronald Cadillo Chávez, M.D.

Corresponding Members
Rubén Cartagena, M.D.
New York, USA
Jesús Colón, M.D.
Florida, USA
José Contreras, M.D.
New York, USA
Vidal Despradel, M.D.
Santo Domingo, RD
F.L. Díaz Ball, M.D.
Texas, USA
Rafael Estrella Pérez, M.D.
Santiago, RD
Miguel García Margarida, M.D.
California, USA
Telesforo Gómez, M.D.
Santo Domingo, RD
Nelson González, M.D.
Santo Domingo, RD
José Mañibo, M.D.
St. Croix, USVI
Jorge Mata, M.D.
Florida, USA
Julio Osorio, M.D.
New Mexico, USA
Juan Otheguy, M.D.
Florida, USA
Ramón Pérez Marrero, M.D.
Florida, USA
Marjorie Ramos, M.D.
Florida, USA
Luis Rivera, M.D. 
Texas, USA
Inoel Rivera, M.D.
Florida, USA
Luis Rodríguez Mckenzie, M.D.
Santiago, RD
Wilmar C. Rodríguez Vega, M.D.
Kansas, USA
René Sepúlveda, M.D.
Texas, USA
Miguel Suárez, M.D.
Florida, USA
Michael Tepedino, M.D.
Tennessee, USA
Arístides Trifi glio, M.D.
Texas, USA

Senior Members
Ramón Almodóvar, M.D.
Félix Rivera Bernard, M.D.
Pablo Curbelo, M.D.
Saúl Rodríguez Melón, M.D.
Gilberto Rodríguez Rivera, M.D.
Gordon McDonald, M.D.

Associate Members
Manuel Marcial, M.D.
Gerant Rivera, M.D.
Carlos Chevere, M.D.
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Sponsors

The Puerto Rico Urological Association acknowledges the generous par-
ticipation of the following companies for the success of our program

Gold
GlaxoSmithKline

GSK / Schering Plough
Pfi zer

Silver
Abbott Laboratories

CorePlus
Eli Lilly

Laboratorio de Patología Dr. Noy
Novartis

Sanofi -Aventis

Bronze
AstraZeneca

Boston Scientifi c
Centro Citopatológico del Caribe

Diagnostic Imaging Supplies
Johnson & Johnson – Ortho McNeil

Life Tech
Olympus

Watson Pharmaceuticals

Collaborator
American Medical Systems

Centro de Patología Avanzada
Laboratorio Clínico Paseos

MD International Inc.
Medical Biotronics

Medical Data System – Chartlogic Authorized Dealer
Modern Medical

Research Medical Services and Supplies
Simplesoft

Tecnologías Urológicas
Urotech
Vitalife
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Social Events

Wednesday November 14, 2007
7:30 – 11:00 pm
Presidential Welcome Reception
Museo de Arte Contemporaneo
Santurce

Thursday November 15, 2007
5:30 –7:00 p.m.
Cocktail with Exhibitors
El San Juan Hotel
Isla Verde

Friday November 16, 2007
Spouses Activity
Orquidea Room

Welcoming remarks by Isabel Alamo

12:30 – 2:00 pm
Lunch

1:00 – 1:45 pm 
“La comunicación en la familia:
Escuchar es el credo de la vida”
Irma Hernández, PhD.

2:00 – 5:00 pm
El Arte del Sushi
Chef Rosita Rosado

5:30 – 10:30 p.m.
Noche de Bohemia at the Tropicoro

Saturday November 17, 2007
58th Anniversary Gala Dinner
Ballroom A 
El San Juan Hotel
7:30 p.m. Champagne Reception
Dinner and Dance to follow
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1949 † ESTEBAN GARCIA CABRERA, M.D.
1950 † ALBERTO MEJIA CASALS, M.D.
1951 † PABLO G. CURBELO, M.D.
1952 † LUIS A. SANJURJO, M.D.
1953 † LUIS A. SANJURJO, M.D.
1954 † JULIO E. COLON, M.D.
1955 † JULIO E. COLON, M.D.
1956 † NESTOR MENDEZ, M.D.
1957  MANUEL F. ALSINA CAPO, M.D.
1958 † ESTEBAN GARCIA CABRERA, M.D.
1959  LUIS M. ISALES, M.D.
1960 † BENIGNO RODRIGUEZ LUCCA, M.D.
1961  ROBERTO F. FORTUÑO, M.D.
1962  JOSE J. FIGUEROA COLON, M.D.
1963  BERNARDINO GONZALEZ FLORES, M.D.
1964 † LUIS A. SANJURJO, M.D.
1965  RAMON ALMODOVAR ACEVEDO, M.D.
1966  GILBERTO RODRIGUEZ, M.D.
1967  JESUS COLOM AVILES, M.D.
1968  MANUEL HOYO RUCABADO, M.D.
1969 † PABLO G. CURBELO, M.D.
1970  BERNARDINO GONZALEZ FLORES, M.D.
1971  ROBERTO F. FORTUÑO, M.D.
1972  ANGEL F. AYALA, M.D.
1973  CARLYLE BENAVENT, M.D.
1974  TOMAS ACEVEDO GUEVARA, M.D.
1975  ANDRES ACOSTA OTERO, M.D.
1976  JUAN A. RODRIGUEZ QUILES, M.D.
1977  LUIS A. RODRIGUEZ NEGRON, M.D.
1978 † RAFAEL MERCADO SILE, M.D.
1979  CARLOS ACOSTA JIMENEZ, M.D.
1980  FERNANDO RECIO, M.D.
1981  ANTONIO DEL TORO, M.D.
1982  FERNANDO RECIO, M.D.
1983  FRANCISCO CAPO, M.D.
1984  JOSE LUIS FERRER, M.D.
1985  ANTONIO PURAS BAEZ, M.D.
1986  RAFAEL RUIZ QUIJANO, M.D.
1987  FRANCISCO CAPO, M.D.
1988  ALBERTO RAMIREZ COSTA, M.D.
1989  BENIGNO RODRIGUEZ CAMPOS, M.D.
1990  ROBERTO J. CANTO MARTI, M.D.
1991  WILMAR C. RODRIGUEZ, M.D.
1992  ALBERT VAZQUEZ LUGO, M.D.
1993 † PABLO DEFENDINI SUSONI, M.D.
1994  JOSE A. MAYMI, M.D.
1995  JOSE R. GUZMAN VIRELLA, M.D.
1996  EDWIN MAESO GONZALEZ, M.D.
1997  PABLO CARDONA DOBLE, M.D.
1998  HECTOR CORDERO JIMENEZ, M.D.
1999  ANTONIO PURAS BAEZ, M.D.
2000  WILLIAM ROMAN AQUERON, M.D.
2001  TIMOTEO TORRES, M.D.
2002  JOSE NUÑEZ CORRADA, M.D.
2003  JORGE CRESPO CARRILLO, M.D.
2004  FELIX MENDOZA ROSA, MD
2005   RAUL ARROYO ROSARIO, MD
2006   GABRIEL MIRANDA RAMIREZ, MD

Past Presidents
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Visiting Faculty

Eduardo Canto, MD
Urology, Ashford Presbyterian Hos-
pital, Santurce, PR

Roberto Canto, MD
Urology, Ashford Presbyterian Hos-
pital, Santurce, PR

Ernesto Collazo, MD
Ophthalmology, Affi liate Professor & 
Medical Director, Inter American Eye 
Institute, Interamerican University of 
Puerto Rico, San Juan, PR

Angel Comulada, MD
Endocrinology, HIMA San Pablo, 
Bayamón, PR

Mark Cooperberg, MD
Urology, University of California, San 
Francisco, CA

Michael Ferragamo, MD
Urology, New York, NY

Dr. Jorge Ferrer Negrón
Bioethics professor UPR- Mayagüez 
Campus, Mayagüez, PR 

Howard Follies, MD
Urology, Ferrell Duncan Clinic, 
Springfi eld, MO

Edmund Gonzáles, MD
Pediatric Urology, Head, Depart-
ment of Surgery; Chief, Urology 
Service; Chief, Urology Clinic, Texas 
Children’s Hospital, TX

Don Griffi th, MD
Urology, Professor, Scott Depart-
ment of Urology, Baylor College of 
Medicine, Houston, TX

Harry Jiménez, MD
Endocrinology, HIMA San Pablo, 
Bayamón, PR

Liliana Martínez, RN
Urodynamic Specialist, Miami, FL

José Maymí Morales, MD
Urology, Urology Associates of 
South Texas, TX

Luis Mejías, MD, PhD.
Clinical Pharmacology, San Juan Bau-
tista School of Medicine, Caguas, PR

Bradford Melis
Co-Founder and Executive Vice 
President of ChartLogic Company, 
Salt Lake City, UT

Raymond Rackley, MD
Urology, Glickman Urological and 
Kidney Institute, Cleveland Clinic, 
Cleveland, OH

Parvati Ramchandani, MD
Radiology, Professor, Department 
of Radiology and Surgery, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Medical Center, 
Philadelphia, PA

Sandip Vasavada, MD
Urology, Glickman Urological and 
Kidney Institute, Cleveland Clinic, 
Cleveland, OH

Steve Wilson, MD
Urology, Professor Urology, Univer-
sity of Arkansas

6 11

Target Audience:
Urologist and physicians interested in this fi eld
 
Need Assessment:
The Puerto Rico Urology Association on its 58th Annual Meeting is com-
mitted to offer the most update educational program.   A well balanced 
program has been designed emphasizing on early detection, management, 
and prevention of most common urological diseases encountered in the 
Island, in order to meet the real needs of physicians in the urological fi eld. 
 
Objectives:
1.       Empower the practicing urologist in the areas of socio-economic 
and bioethical issues in order to enhance the doctor/patient relationship 
through a better professionalism
2.      Update on the surgical/medical management of female urology, 
neurourology and urodynamic evaluation
3.      Improve the patient selection in the medical management of stone 
disease and medical/surgical aspects of ED and pediatric urology
4.      Integrate information of medical conditions affecting urological 
diseases 
5.      Understand the current status of the electronic medical records and 
how it can optimize Evaluation/Management documentation for better 
coding, billing and account receivables return 
 
Disclosure: 
Faculty, other companies, and/or persons involved in continuing education 
activities sponsored by PSM are required to disclose to the audience any 
real or apparent commercial fi nancial affi liations related to the content of 
their presentation and materials before the educational program initiates.  
 
Accreditation: 
Ponce School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), Provider’s No. 0007249, to 
provide continuing medical education for physicians.  Ponce School of 
Medicine is accredited by the Puerto Rico Board of Medical Examiners, 
provider’s No. 016–SE06–TEM.
The Ponce School of Medicine designates this educational activity for a 
maximum of 20 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit (s) ™.
Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity. 
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SATURDAY NOVEMBER 17, 2007

7:00 - 7:45 am   Continental Breakfast

7:45 - 8:00 am   Highlights Day 2 – Alberto Ramírez López, MD

   Moderator: Miguel Sosa Portillo, MD

8:00 - 8:30 am   Quorums Signaling Inhibitors [QSI]:  An entirely 
   new strategy for treating Infection
   Donald Griffi th, MD 

8:30 - 9:00 am   Update in ophtalmologic problems related to
   urological treatments of Alpha blockers and 
   PDE-5 Inhibitors
   Ernesto Collazo, MD

9:00 - 10:00 am   Roberto Fortuño Lecture
   
   Presented by: Rafael Ruíz Quijano, MD, FACS
   The evolution of medical professionalism, a social   
   mandate: New paradigm in the doctor/patient 
   relationship
   Dr.  Jorge Ferrer – Negrón,  SJ  STD
   Bioethics professor UPR- Mayagüez campus 

10:00 - 10:30 am  Coffee Break

   Moderator: Alvin López Pujals, MD

10:30 - 11:00 am  Renal Stones:  A fertile ground for lawsuits
   Donald Griffi th, MD

11:00- 11:30 am  Pathophysiology of renal cell carcinoma
   oncogenesis
   Luis Mejía, MD, PhD 

11:30 - 12:00 noon Case presentations on Renal Carcinoma
   Eduardo Canto, MD and José Maymí Morales, MD

12:00 – 12:30 pm EMR’s: Current state of the art, it’s technology and 
   Federal Regulations, where do we stand?.....
   Bradford Melis

12:30 - 3:00 pm  Lunch & Business Meeting

10 7

Scientifi c Program

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 15, 2007

7:00 - 7:45 am Continental Breakfast

7:45 - 8:00 am Welcoming remarks
  Ramón Sepúlveda, MD, FACS
  President 2007

  Moderator: Marcial Walker, MD

8:00 – 8:30 am The role of percutaneous nephrostolitotomy (PNTL)
  in renal stone disease: Personal experience
  Roberto Canto, MD

8:30 - 10:00 am Female Urology Seminar 
  Speakers: Raymond Rackley, MD & Sandip Vasavadal, MD
  
  *Basic concepts: normal+pelvic organ prolapse anatomy,
  neurophysiology, “QOL” issues, hormones and...obstetric 
  issues and the female pelvis 
  *Evaluation of Incontinence
  *Vaginal sling: overview and current techniques
  *Management of Refractory Detrussor Instability:  from 
  Botox - sacral neuromodulation to surgery

10:00 - 10:45 am Coffee Break

10:45 am - 12:00 noon Sanjurjo Lecture 
  
  Presented by: Roberto Fortuño, MD, FACS
  Who is the best suited to manage female urology?
  The urologist…or…the gynecologist?
  Raymond Rackley, MD vs. Sandip Vasavada, MD

12:00 - 1:00 pm Lunch

  Moderator: Ricardo Sánchez Ortíz, MD, FACS

1:00 - 1:30 pm Prostate Cancer recurrence risk assessment score system 
  after radical prostatectomy
  Mark Cooperberg, MD

1:30 - 2:00 pm  Critical and statistical analysis of the urological literature: 
  Levels of evidence, what the clinician needs to know, but  
  did not dare to ask!!
  José Maymí Morales, MD

7

Programa.indd   Spread 7 of 8 - Pages(10, 7)Programa.indd   Spread 7 of 8 - Pages(10, 7) 11/10/07   1:42:36 PM11/10/07   1:42:36 PM



8

2:00 - 2:30 pm  Obesity as a risk factor in prostate cancer
   Mark Cooperberg, MD

2:30 - 3:00 pm  Coffee Break

3:00 - 4:30 pm  Imaging case management for the residents
   Parvati Ramchandani, MD

4:30 - 5:00 pm  Is IVP dead?
   Parvati Ramchandani, MD

 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 16, 2007

7:00 - 7:45 am  Continental Breakfast

7:45 - 8:00 am  Highlights Day 1 – Eduardo Canto, MD

   Moderator: Luis Ambert, MD

8:00 - 8:30 am  Current concepts/indications of the urodynamic 
   evaluation, does it really help in our patient
   decision making?
   Sandip Vasavada, MD 
   (Mandatory for all those attending the
   Urodynamic’s seminar)

9:00 am - 12:00 noon  URODYNAMIC’S Seminar
   with Hands-On Session
   Sandip Vasavada, MD
   Raymond Rackley, MD
   Michael Ferragamo, MD
   Lilly Martínez, RN

8:30 - 12:00 noon Endocrinology Forum for the Urologist
   Speakers:  Angel L. Comulada, MD and
       Harry Jiménez, MD

8:30 - 9:00 am  Endocrine evaluation and management of the 
   infertile male

9:00 - 9:30 am  Endocrine evaluation and management of the 
   hypogonadic male

9:30 - 10:00 am  Off-label indications of Testosterone HRT

10:00 - 10:30 am Coffee Break

8 9

10:30 - 11:00 am Testosterone HRT after successfully treated
   patients with localized Prostate Cancer

11:00 am - 12:00 pm Charles Higgins Lecture
   
   Presented by: Antonio Puras Báez, MD, FACS
   New and old contrast agents complications in  
   urological imaging: Current concepts and
   prevention
   Parvati Ramchandani, MD 

12:00 - 1:00 pm  Lunch

   Moderator: Marcos Pérez Brayfi eld, MD

1:00 - 1:45 pm   The evolution of hypospadias surgery
   Edmund Gonzáles, MD 

1:45 - 2:30 pm   New advances in ED and UI management
   Steve Wilson, MD  

2:30 - 3:00 pm   Evaluation and management of prenatal
   recognized hydronephrosis
   Edmund Gonzáles, MD 

   SOCIOECONOMIC FORUM

   Moderator: Félix Mendoza Rosa, MD, FACS

3:00 – 3:30 PM  Common urological coding errors
   Michael Ferragamo, MD 

3:30 - 4:00 pm   Coffee Break

4:00 - 4:30 pm   Electronical Medical Records: Current and future 
   status, are we ready for its application??
   Howard Follies, MD

4:30 - 5:00 pm   Urogynecological coding for the general
   urologist
   Michael Ferragamo, MD
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