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Dear members of the PRUA, distinguished faculty and guests:

I was blessed by God with the opportunity to serve one of the most presti-
gious organizations in Puerto Rico, the great family of PRUA.  Since my first 
day as president the support by the members of the association has been more 
than expected.  Belisa and I are grateful to each one of you for being with us 
during the past year.  Welcome all members of the PRUA, collaborators from 
the industry and distinguished guest to our 59th Convention.

A very special thank to my board of directive Dr. José Maymí, Dr. Félix Men-
doza, Dr. Ricardo Sánchez, and to our Executive Secretary Aixaliz Vélez–
Silva.  Their hard work translate in an excellent scientific program intended 
to review some of the most common problems or complications seen by the 
practicing urologist, as well as great social activities.

Even though we have faced many changes in the health industry and the 
pharmaceutical industry, we have been able to adjust, shift gears and most 
importantly adapt to such changes.  We are looking a head to see what the fu-
ture brings.  Unquestionably, insurance companies and pharmaceuticals pro-
vide an important product for the consumers in Puerto Rico, so they should 
expect to reap some financial rewards. However, we urologist also provide 
necessary services to patients, which ensure that they continue to experience 
a good quality of life.  Therefore it is unreasonable to expect physicians to 
always be the ones who take a pay cut, implement quality control, and who 
strive for greater efficiency and better care for our patients.  The govern-
ment and the industry will have to sacrifice as well for the well being of 
the patients we serve. We need to stay together and get involved in those 
institutions such as PRUA that work to keep our specialty healthy. I would 
like to echo many of my predecessors and encourage each one of you, but 
especially young urologists to get actively involved in PRUA to protect our 
brilliant future.

Cordially,

Gilberto Ruíz-Deya, MD, FACS
President
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1949	 †	 ESTEBAN GARCIA CABRERA, M.D.
1950	 †	 ALBERTO MEJIA CASALS, M.D.
1951	 †	 PABLO G. CURBELO, M.D.
1952	 †	 LUIS A. SANJURJO, M.D.
1953	 †	 LUIS A. SANJURJO, M.D.
1954	 †	 JULIO E. COLON, M.D.
1955	 †	 JULIO E. COLON, M.D.
1956	 †	 NESTOR MENDEZ, M.D.
1957	 †	 MANUEL F. ALSINA CAPO, M.D.
1958	 †	 ESTEBAN GARCIA CABRERA, M.D.
1959		  LUIS M. ISALES, M.D.
1960	 †	 BENIGNO RODRIGUEZ LUCCA, M.D.
1961		  ROBERTO F. FORTUÑO, M.D.
1962		  JOSE J. FIGUEROA COLON, M.D.
1963		  BERNARDINO GONZALEZ FLORES, M.D.
1964	 †	 LUIS A. SANJURJO, M.D.
1965		  RAMON ALMODOVAR ACEVEDO, M.D.
1966		  GILBERTO RODRIGUEZ, M.D.
1967		  JESUS COLOM AVILES, M.D.
1968		  MANUEL HOYO RUCABADO, M.D.
1969	 †	 PABLO G. CURBELO, M.D.
1970		  BERNARDINO GONZALEZ FLORES, M.D.
1971		  ROBERTO F. FORTUÑO, M.D.
1972		  ANGEL F. AYALA, M.D.
1973		  CARLYLE BENAVENT, M.D.
1974		  TOMAS ACEVEDO GUEVARA, M.D.
1975		  ANDRES ACOSTA OTERO, M.D.
1976		  JUAN A. RODRIGUEZ QUILES, M.D.
1977		  LUIS A. RODRIGUEZ NEGRON, M.D.
1978	 †	 RAFAEL MERCADO SILE, M.D.
1979		  CARLOS ACOSTA JIMENEZ, M.D.
1980		  FERNANDO RECIO, M.D.
1981		  ANTONIO DEL TORO, M.D.
1982		  FERNANDO RECIO, M.D.
1983		  FRANCISCO CAPO, M.D.
1984		  JOSE LUIS FERRER, M.D.
1985		  ANTONIO PURAS BAEZ, M.D.
1986		  RAFAEL RUIZ QUIJANO, M.D.
1987		  FRANCISCO CAPO, M.D.
1988		  ALBERTO RAMIREZ COSTA, M.D.
1989		  BENIGNO RODRIGUEZ CAMPOS, M.D.
1990		  ROBERTO J. CANTO MARTI, M.D.
1991		  WILMAR C. RODRIGUEZ, M.D.
1992		  ALBERT VAZQUEZ LUGO, M.D.
1993	 †	 PABLO DEFENDINI SUSONI, M.D.
1994		  JOSE A. MAYMI, M.D.
1995		  JOSE R. GUZMAN VIRELLA, M.D.
1996		  EDWIN MAESO GONZALEZ, M.D.
1997		  PABLO CARDONA DOBLE, M.D.
1998		  HECTOR CORDERO JIMENEZ, M.D.
1999		  ANTONIO PURAS BAEZ, M.D.
2000		  WILLIAM ROMAN AQUERON, M.D.
2001		  TIMOTEO TORRES, M.D.
2002		  JOSE NUÑEZ CORRADA, M.D.
2003		  JORGE CRESPO CARRILLO, M.D.
2004		  FELIX MENDOZA ROSA, MD
2005	  	 RAUL ARROYO ROSARIO, MD
2006 		  GABRIEL MIRANDA RAMIREZ, MD
2007		  RAMON SEPULVEDA ABREU, MD

Past Presidents
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Visiting Faculty

ANITA BRENNAN
Consulting Services
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
San Juan, PR

EDUARDO CANTO, MD
Urology
Ashford Presbyterian Hospital
San Juan, PR

RICHARD FOSTER, MD
Professor
Department of Urology
Indiana University School of Medi-
cine
Indianapolis, IN

MICHAEL KEATING, MD
Staff Physician
Department of Surgery
Division of Pediatric Urology
Nemours Children’s Clinic
Orlando, FL

ORLANDO MARINI, MD
President
Cooperativa de Médicos
Mayagüez, PR

ALLEN MOREY, MD
Professor of Urology
UT Southwestern Medical Center
Dallas, TX

RAVI MUNVER, MD
Assistant Professor of Surgery 
(Urology) 
University of Medicine and Den-
tistry of New Jersey
New Jersey Medical School 
Newark, NJ

VICTOR NITTI, MD
Professor, Department of Urology
Director, Voiding Dysfunction and 
Female Urology 
New York University School of 
Medicine
New York, NY

VIPUL PATEL, MD
Associate Professor of Urology
University of Central Florida College 
of Medicine
Orlando, FL

MARCOS PEREZ BRAYFIELD, MD
Urology
HIMA-San Pablo Hospital
Caguas, PR

MANUEL SARMIENTO, ESQ.
Private Practice of Law
San Juan, PR

THOMAS STRINGER, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor
University of Florida
President Elect
South Eastern Section
American Urological Association
Gainsville, FL
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Scientific Program

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 13, 2008

7:00-8:15 am	 Registration and Breakfast

8:15-8:30 am	 Opening Remarks
		  Gilberto Ruiz Deyá, MD,FACS
		  PRUA President

SESSION I	 Pediatrics
		  Moderator: Timoteo Torres, MD

8:30-9:15 am	 Urological complications in the Pediatric Emergency Room
	 	 Marcos Pérez Brayfield, MD

9:15-9:45 am	 Complications of Anti-reflux Surgery
		  Michael Keating, MD

9: 45-10: 15 am	 Posters and Exhibits

10:15-11:15 am	Luis A. Sanjurjo MD Lecture
	 	 Presenter : Marcos Pérez Brayfield, MD
		  Urinary Tract Reconstruction:
		  Complications and Their Management
		  Michael Keating, MD

SESSION II	 Endourology and Laparoscopy
		  Moderator: Claudio Bernaschina, MD

11:15-12:00 pm	Managing complications of stone surgery
		  Ravi Munver, MD

12:00-1:00 pm	 Lunch

1:00-1:30 pm	 Managing complications of laparoscopic renal surgery
		  Ravi Munver, MD

SESSION III	 Voiding dysfunction
		  Moderator: Eduardo Canto, MD

1:30-2:15 pm	 Complications of surgery for stress incontinence and 
		  pelvic organ prolapse
		  Victor Nitti, MD

2:15-2:45 pm	 Urodynamic manifestations and complications of pelvic 
		  irradiation
		  Victor Nitti, MD

2:45 -4:00 pm	 Dr. Bernardino Gonzalez-Flores Pyelogram Conference
		  Resident Case Presentations
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FRIDAY NOVEMBER 16, 2007

7:00-8:00 am	 Registration and Breakfast

SESSION IV	 Urethral and Penile Surgery
		  Moderator: Richard Baez, MD

8:00-8:45 am	 Avoiding Complications in Penile Surgery
		  (Peyronie’s/Implants)
		  Allen Morey, MD

8:45-10:45 am	 Live robotic prostatectomy broadcast
		  Vipul Patel, MD

10:45-11:15 am	Posters and Exhibit Viewing

11:15-12:00 pm	Roberto Fortuño MD Lecture
		  Presenter : Richard Báez MD
		  Complications in Urethral Surgery
		  (Strictures/ Sphincters)
		  Allen Morey, MD

12:00 –1:00 pm	Lunch

SESSION V	 Business and Legal issues
		  Moderator:
		  William Román Torreguitart, MD

1:00-1:45 pm	 Economic “complications”: How to invest my money
		  in 2009?
		  Anita Brennan

1:45 – 2:00 pm	 Questions from the Audience

2:00 – 2:45 pm	 Physician union through Cooperative groups
		  Orlando Marini, MD, JD

2:45 - 3:00 pm	 Questions from the Audience

3:00–3:45 pm	 Legal Complications: 
		  How to protect your assets in the event of a lawsuit?
		  Inheritance Laws in Puerto Rico and the U.S.
		  Manuel Sarmiento, Esq.

3:45 – 4:00 pm	 Questions from the Audience
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SATURDAY NOVEMBER 17, 2007

7:00-8:00 am	 Registration and Breakfast

8:00-8:30 am	 Highlights of the first day

SESSION VI	 Urologic Oncology
		  Moderator: Adrián Santana, MD

8:30-9:00 am	 Non-muscle invasive bladder cancer: intravesical therapy 
		  and its complications
		  Eduardo Canto, MD

9:00-10:00 am	 Charles Higgins MD Lecture
		  The Residual Germ Cell tumor Mass after chemotherapy: 
		  What can go wrong?
		  Richard Foster, MD

10:00-10:30 am	Posters and Exhibits

10:30-11:15 am	Testicular cancer treatment: Preventing and recognizing 
		  complications 
		  Richard Foster, MD

11:15-12:00 pm	Complications of Robotic Surgery: Avoidance and
		  management
		  Vipul Patel, MD

12:00-12:30 pm	Challenging surgical scenarios in the robotic
		  prostatectomy
		  Vipul Patel, MD

12:30-3:00 pm	 Lunch and Business Meeting
		  Message from the SESAUA
		  Thomas Stringer, MD
		  President Elect, SESAUA
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Target Audience:
Urologist and physicians interested in this field
 
Need Assessment:
The Puerto Rico Urology Association on its 58th Annual Meeting is com-
mitted to offer the most update educational program.   A well balanced 
program has been designed emphasizing on early detection, management, 
and prevention of most common urological diseases encountered in the 
Island, in order to meet the real needs of physicians in the urological field. 
 
Objectives:
Upon completion of this educational activity participants should be better 
able to:
1.  To review the most common complications associated with routine ur 
logical procedures performed in both children and adults.
2. To provide basic knowledge to aid in the prevention, recognition,
diagnosis, and management or urological complications, which may present 
in the office, the emergency room, or the operating room.  Covered topics 
will include pediatric surgery, anti-incontinence surgery, penile and urethral 
surgery, stone surgery, renal and prostate laparoscopic procedures, and 
surgery for the treatment of cancer.
3.  Given the inherent economic issues associated with a urological prac-
tice, to review the potential complications associated with the management 
of an office practice, including investments in the financial markets and real 
estate.
4.  To review the basic concepts of legal protection as it relates to the 
practice of medicine, in particular the development of trusts for estate and 
asset protection.
5.  To review the current status of medical cooperative groups established 
in Puerto Rico.
 
Faculty Disclosure Policy
It is the policy of Ponce School of Medicine to ensure independence, bal-
ance, objectivity, scientific rigor and integrity in all of its sponsored educa-
tional activities. All persons who are in a position to control the educational 
content of a sponsored activity are expected to disclose to the participants 
any relevant financial relationship(s) they and/or spouse/partner have with 
the commercial supporters and/or providers of commercial services and/or 
manufacturers of any commercial products discussed during the educational 
activity. All conflicts of interest have been identified and resolved prior to 
the release of this activity. 
The faculty reported the following financial relationships or relationships 
to products or devices they or their spouse/partner have with commercial 
interests related to the content of this CME activity.  
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Accreditation: 
This activity is jointly sponsored by The Ponce School of Medicine and the 
Puerto Rico Urological Association

Accreditation Statement 
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the 
Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation Council for Continu-
ing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of Ponce 
School of Medicine and the Puerto Rico Urological Association. Ponce 
School of Medicine is accredited by the ACCME, Provider’s No. 0007249, 
to provide continuing medical education for physicians.  Ponce School of 
Medicine is accredited by the Puerto Rico Board of Medical Examiners, 
provider’s No. 016-SE06-TEM 
The Ponce School of Medicine designates this educational activity for a 
maximum of 17 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit (s) ™.
Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity. 

Credit Designation
The Ponce School of Medicine designates this educational activity for a 
maximum of 17 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s) TM. Physicians should 
only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in 
the activity.
 
Americans with Disabilities Act
The Ponce School of Medicine and the Puerto Rico Urological Associa-
tion fully comply with the legal requirements of the ADA and rules and 
regulations thereof. 

Statement of Responsibility/Unlabeled Use
Disclosure
This educational activity may contain discussion of published and/or inves-
tigational uses of agents that are not indicated by the FDA. The opinions 
or views expressed in this CME activity are those of the presenters and 
do not necessarily reflect the opinions or recommendations of their 
affiliated institutions, The Ponce School of Medicine, or the Puerto Rico 
Urological Association. Please refer to the official prescribing information 
for each product for discussion of approved indications, contraindications, 
and warnings.
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Social Events

Thursday November 13, 2008
1:00 p.m.
Ponce Tour

7:30 – 11:00 p.m.
Presidential Welcome Reception
Castillo Serrallés
Ponce

Friday November 14, 2008
Spouses Activity

11:30 a.m – 4:00 p.m.
Bazaar

11:30 – 12:00 a.m.
Caribbean Ballroom A & B
Welcome

12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
DIVA’s Lecture

1:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Lunch

2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
Exotic Drinks
How to prepare them?

7:00 – 11:00 p.m.
Noche Ponceña
Costa Caribe Pool Area

Saturday November 15, 2008
59th Anniversary Gala Dinner
Ballroom 
Ponce Hilton Hotel
7:30 p.m. Champagne Reception
Dinner and Dance to follow
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Sponsors
The Puerto Rico Urological Association acknowledges the generous par-

ticipation of the following companies for the success of our program

Gold
GlaxoSmithKline

Pfizer
Schering Plough del Caribe

Silver
CorePlus
Eli Lilly

Novartis
Sanofi-Aventis

Watson Pharmaceuticals

Bronze
Abbott Laboratories

AstraZeneca
Baxter

Boehringer Ingelheim
Boston Scientific

Centro de Citopatológico del Caribe
Covidien

Grupo HIMA-San Pablo
GSK / Schering Plough

Intuitive Surgical
Laboratorio de Patología Dr. Noy

Lifetech
MD International

Olympus
Servicios de Salud Episcopales, Inc.

Vitalife

Collaborators
Centro de Patología Avanzada

Cooperativa de Médicos de Puerto Rico
Medical Product System/Modern Medical

Oncodiagnostic Laboratory
Specialty Pharmacy Services, Inc.

Tecnologías Urológicas
Uroplasty
Urotech
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